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Mainstream modern science, with its analytical methods and its “objective” teachings,
is the dominant force in modern culture. If science simply discovered and taught the truth
about reality, who could object? But mainstream science does not simply “discover the
truth”; instead it relies in part on a set of unscientific, false philosophical presuppositions
as the basis for many of its conclusions. Thus, crucial aspects of what modern science
teaches us are simply shabby philosophy dressed up in a white lab coat.

In this important new book Dr. Bill Dembski continues his ground-breaking effort to
show just how unscientific many modern scientists tend to be. If we are truly open to all
the evidence, we can discover by the use of our unaided reason that the natural world is
not the purposeless outcome of law—itself of unknown origin—and chance. This
revolutionary approach has broad implications for science and broader implications for
modern culture. Among many other things, Dr. Dembski’s book is further evidence of the
critical need for students in our public school systems to learn what is really going on in
the disputes at the cutting edge of science rather than having their understanding of the
natural world veiled and distorted by the prejudices of the past.

—Senator Rick Santorum, United States Senate

William Dembski is asking, and forcing the rest of us to confront, a profoundly
important question: Is nature a closed system of efficient and material causes? Some
people, purporting to defend the honor and integrity of science, immediately say: “Of
course, it is!”” To them, Dembski issues a challenge: Does scientific inquiry itself
vindicate the proposition that nature is a closed system of efficient and material causes?
Or is this proposition accepted by many scientists and others as a matter of faith? Some
who acknowledge that “scientific naturalism” is a set of philosophical assumptions, rather
than a fact that can be demonstrated by scientific methods, defend it on the ground that
the success of scientific inquiry based upon it provides ample ground for its rational
affirmation. From them, Dembski demands proof that scientific inquiry and the
knowledge it generates actually do presuppose the exclusion of causes beyond the
efficient and material. This proof has, it must be said, not been forthcoming.

In his boldest move, Dembski argues that careful attention to the various
manifestations of order discovered in the natural world suggests that efficient and
material causes are in fact insufficient to explain the data into which the sciences inquire.
We can reasonably infer from the order on display in nature that intelligence has figured
in the design of natural phenomena and the natural world as a whole. It will not do for
those to whom Dembski has issued his challenge to rely on their standing or authority
within the scientific and academic establishments to wave him away. The truth is that the
honor and integrity of science really are at stake in this matter. They would be profoundly
tarnished by a dogmatic refusal to face up to Dembski’s questions.

—Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence
and Director of the James Madison Program in American
Ideals and Institutions, Princeton University



When I first heard William Dembski lay out his fundamental ideas on design, my
immediate thought was a disjunction: we have here either a stunning conceptual
breakthrough or a brilliantly illuminating mistake. Conceptual work looks easy when you
see the conclusions; it is maddeningly difficult to absorb, refute, or evaluate; the
temptation to cut to the chase and cry victory is enduring. I was not in the least surprised
by the intellectual, academic, theological, and cultural storm that followed the public
presentation of Dembski’s proposals. He has burrowed deep into a warren of issues that
will take decades to unravel and evaluate. In this volume he does not shirk the crucial
questions that have to be addressed from his side of the house. His admirers should heed
the complexity and nuances of his position; his critics need to do justice to the specificity
and intellectual sensitivity of his claims; anyone interested in the interaction of theology,
philosophy, and natural science should listen in very carefully before making up their
minds.

—William J. Abraham, University Distinguished Teaching
Professor, Southern Methodist University

Bill Dembski has come a long way in five years from the very technical approach of
his Design Inference. One of his key concepts in arguing from the intrinsic features of a
system to a designer is its “specified complexity.” Here, through luminous examples
provided throughout this volume, he make this concept more concrete, clearer, and much
more persuasive, and links it very helpfully to information theory. Together with a lucid
presentation of his arguments for a designing agency for living organisms, he deals with
many of the objections to intelligent design theory, especially those that claim it involves
supernatural causes, violates the laws of nature and is non-scientific. He does this very
readably, in short snappy chapters, which will make his analysis accessible to a much
wider audience. Dembski has the rare ability to create profound new concepts, and he is
making rapid strides from the bright but limited scientist into a mature interdisciplinary
thinker. I believe it is only a matter of time before he becomes a very formidable mind.
At times, stung by the fevered polemics of his critics, he tends, like Samuel Johnson, to
“argue for victory,” or even to claim victory. This, I am sure, will pass.

—John Roche, Linacre College, Oxford

This lucid and authoritative book attempts to answer the many objections that have
been raised against the theory of intelligent design. Dembski argues powerfully that it is
an intellectually defensible science. It should be read by anyone interested in the
character of the world we live in, whether they wish to attack or defend the theory.

—Roger Trigg, Professor of Philosophy, University of Warwick

I find William Dembski’s writing and argumentation on behalf of intelligent design to
be careful, erudite, thorough, and a formidable challenge to the theistic evolution camp I
normally defend.
—Ted Peters, Professor of Systematic Theology, Pacific Lutheran
Theological Seminary and the Graduate Theological Union



The Design Revolution is about questions of fundamental importance: Can one
formulate objective criteria for recognizing design? What do such criteria tell us about
design in the biological realm? Sad to say, even to raise such questions is dangerous; but
fortunately Dembski is not deterred. In this courageous book he takes aim at the
intellectual complacency that too often smothers serious and unprejudiced discussion of
these questions.

—Stephen Barr, Professor of Physics, University of Delaware,
author of Modern Physics and Ancient Faith

Dembski’s latest book indicates more clearly than any other recent publication that I
know why CSI—the sort of order observed in complex machines or computer
programs—cannot originate by cumulative selection. The improbability is far too great!
Obviously if biological systems contain considerable amounts of CSI as Dembski claims
then the standard Darwinian explanation is deeply flawed and what is needed is a new
paradigm for understanding the natural world.

—Michael Denton, molecular geneticist, author of Evolution:
A Theory in Crisis and Nature’s Destiny

Not everyone will agree with all that is claimed in this book, and some knuckleheads
will reject its theses without reading the book at all; but something of what is claimed in
these pages will strike every fair-minded reader as important and provocative. The book
does what it proposes to do. It meets criticisms of intelligent design honorably; it allows
new ideas to breathe.

—David Berlinski, mathematician, author of 4 Tour of the
Calculus and Secrets of the Vaulted Sky

For the past decade or so “intelligent design” has stirred a storm of controversy. Is it
nothing more than gussied-up creationism, as its critics charge, or a new scientific
paradigm, as its advocates maintain? This sprightly catechism, written by the
movement’s leading theoretician, offers believers and skeptics alike (and I count myself
among the latter) an authoritative, if one-sided, introduction to what the fuss is all about.

—Ronald L. Numbers, Coleman Professor of the History
of Science and Medicine, University of Wisconsin

Through his techniques of design detection as well as his organizational efforts,
William Dembski is making the revolution he describes in this book happen. If Thomas
Huxley was “Darwin’s Bulldog,” Dembski is the man with the leash and the obedience
training techniques to bring Darwinism into check.

—Edward Sisson, law firm partner, Washington, D.C.



In this book, Dembski marshals the evidence for intelligent design, clarifying its
detection as well as its potential impact on science. This book comes at an opportune time
as the debate intensifies over naturalism’s role in fully explaining (or not) intelligence
and very complex information-bearing systems. The author’s commitment to open the
natural sciences to intelligent causation will generate lively discussion for a readership
spanning many disciplines.

—Conrad Johanson, Professor of Clinical Neuroscience, Brown University

The view that intelligence must be intrinsic to the essential nature of the universe is a
perspective that is slowly gaining a wider acceptance among serious scholars within the
community of scientists and philosophers. For such an inference concerning the intrinsic
effects of intelligence on nature and her laws to be truly scientifically acceptable,
however, requires that it be placed within a rigorous theoretical framework and that
specific criteria for validating the truth of it be clearly enunciated. It is precisely this task
that William Dembski undertakes in 7he Design Revolution. He asks the hard questions
and answers them in a clear, frank and straightforward way. His responses to the toughest
of queries concerning the investigation of intelligent phenomena intrinsic to the natural
world are both lucid and sophisticated. He meaningfully moves the community of
scientists and scholars along the path of investigating and understanding the momentous
possibility that intelligence is an irreducible aspect of reality.

—Jeffrey M.Schwartz, M.D., Research Professor, UCLA Department
of Psychiatry, author of The Mind and The Brain
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It will not do for those to whom Dembski has issued his challenge to rely on their
standing or authority within the scientific and academic establishments to wave him
away. The truth is that the honor and integrity of science really are at stake....
—Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of
Jurisprudence, Princeton University

Dembski meaningfully moves the community of scientists and scholars along the path of
investigating and understanding the momentous possibility that intelligence is an
irreducible aspect of reality.
—Jeffrey M.Schwartz, M.D., Research Professor, UCLA Department
of Psychiatry, author of The Mind and The Brain

This book spells out clearly for the general public how and why the progress of modern
science points strongly toward an intelligent designer. It answers the most common
criticisms of design theory so deftly that it makes one wonder if dogged opponents of
design have something on their minds other than pure science.
—Michael J. Behe, Professor of Biology, Lehigh
University, author of Darwin’s Black Box

Bill Dembski poses all the tough questions that critics ask about Intelligent Design in
biology, and brilliantly answers them all!
—Phillip Johnson, author of Darwin on Trial

This is the most brilliant defense of the intelligent design movement in print. Dr.

Dembski systematically dismantles virtually every known objection to the argument for

intelligent design. There is nothing like it in print. It is the latest and greatest on the topic.
—Norman Geisler, philosopher, author of When Skeptics Ask

This is an incredibly valuable resource from one of the great thinkers in the Intelligent
Design movement. If you’ve got questions about this important topic, look inside—you’ll
find the answers in an authoritative yet accessible style.

—Lee Strobel, author of The Case for a Creator

William Dembski examines the challenges to intelligent design, and in turn, unveils the
increasing difficulties with once accepted Darwinian theory. Students will be especially
encouraged here to find manageable tools to help them engage the often uncontested
Darwinian establishment in the university. I enthusiastically recommend this resource for
what is certainly one of the most critical discussions of our day.

—Ravi Zacharias, author and speaker

In this important new book Dr. Bill Dembski continues his ground-breaking effort to
show just how unscientific many modern scientists tend to be.....
—Senator Rick Santorum, United States Senate



